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STADIS ////////////////////////////////////////// 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, MR 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON PURCHASE OF ARMS 
AND WEAPONS IN U.S 

1 . MR. WERNER ALTENBACH, WHO IDENTIFIED HIMSELF AS A SWISS 
NATIONAL AND A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ZURICH OFFICE OF 
SOCIETE NATION AT, F. INDUSTRIELLE ET MINIERE DE LA REPUBLIQUE 
ISLAMIQUE DE MAURITANI (SNIM), CALLED AT CONGEN JANUARY 13. ALTENBACH 
INDICATED THAT HIS OFFICE IS LOCATED AT 15 WITIKONERSTRASSE 

AND HEADED BY SIEGFRIED WEISSKOPF, ALSO A SWISS NATIONAL. 

2. ALTENBACH STATED THAT THE OFFICE NORMALLY IS A MINING EQUIPMENT 
PURCHASING AGENCY FOR THE GOVERNMENT CONTROLLED SNIM, BUT 

HAS RECENTLY BEEN INSTRUCTED TO ARRANGE FOR CONFIDENTIAL PURCHASE 
OF SEVERAL HUNDRED MACHINE GUNS AND MORTARS WITH APPROPRIATE 
AMMUNITION FOR THE MAURITANIAN GOVERNMENT. ARMS ALLEGEDLY 
REQUIRED BECAUSE OF QUOTE DANGEROUS SITUATION UNQUOTE CURRENTLY 
EXISTING IN MAURITANIA. ALTENBACH WAS VAGUE ABOUT EXACT NUMBERS , 
CALIBER TYPE, ETC. OF WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION REQUIRED AND 
STRESSED DESIRE THAT INQUIRY BE TREATED IN CONFIDENCE. 

3. COMMERCIAL OFFICER EXPLAINED THAT THIS CONGEN IS NOT 
NORMALLY INVOLVED IN ARMS TRANSACTIONS AND THAT THEREFORE WE 
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COMMENT THAT ALL ARMS AND WEAPONS EXPORTED FROM U.S. ARE SUBJECT 
TO MUNITIONS CONTROL REGULATIONS. ALTENBACH INDICATED HE WILL 
CALL AGAIN IN A FEW DAYS FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 

4. CONGEN HAS NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON SNIM, WEISSKOPF, OR ALTEN- 
BACH. SNIM OFFICE IS NOT LISTED IN LOCAL TELEPHONE DIRECTORY 
THOUGH THERE IS A LISTING FOR SIEGFRIED WEISSKOPF PURCHASING 
AGENCY. 

5. WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S GUIDANCE ON FURTHER RESPONSE 
TO ALTENBACH. NELSON 
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